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Reader 1: What is the Golden Rule?

Reader 2: It’s a verse in the Bible. Treat others 
the way you want to be treated. Matthew 7:12

Reader 1: But what does it mean to us?

Reader 2: Jesus preached a sermon to his 
followers telling them and us how to live like 
God wants us to. He said we should love and 
care for each other and always treat others the 
way we want to be treated.

Reader 1: But what if someone pushes me?

Reader 2: Do you like being pushed around? 

Reader 1: No. So if I follow the Golden Rule, I 
won’t push back.

Reader 2: That’s right, but it’s more than that. 
We should do good to others because that’s 
what Jesus would do, and we want to follow his 
example. Sometimes it feels like we’re not being 
treated right, so why should we bother being 
nice? 

Reader 1: If I start being nice first, maybe it will 
make a difference.

Reader 2: And every time you follow the Golden 
Rule, you’ll feel better and you’ll show others 
what God is like. 

(Based on Matthew 7:12)

Golden Rule – Bible Story 1a
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Circle the drawings that show children being kind. 

Who Is Showing Kindness? – Puzzle (Preschool)1b
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

R Q P O N M L K J I H G F E D C B A Z Y X W V U T S

G O L D E N  R U L E
 L D G O N E  A X G N

Y O U  S H O U L D  T R E A T
T D X  Z K D X G O  Y A N R Y

P E O P L E  I N  T H E  S A M E
C N D C G N  J E  Y K N  Z R F N

W A Y  T H A T  Y O U  W A N T
V R T  Y K R Y  T D X  V R E Y

P E O P L E  T O  T R E A T
C N D C G N  Y D  Y A N R Y

Y O U .
T D X .

M A T T H E W  7 : 1 2
F R Y Y K N V  7 : 1 2

Your message is written in a code. Fill in the letters that you’ve been given. Then see if you can 

decode the rest of the letters. 

Cryptogram – Puzzle (Younger Elementary) 1c
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Search for words in the puzzle that are ways to show the Golden Rule. 

Word Search – Puzzle (Older Elementary)1d
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F F W R B H K E U E A H S O R

Y R T C H U H E K Z Z N A L E

T I H G Y M S C I B P S R A F

S E A F T B S N N V J J O L A

E N N O I L E A D R N T N O I

N D K R S E N R N E O C Y Y R

O L F G O N L E E S I V T A N

H I U I R E U L S P S A I L E

A N L V E S F O S E S G R T S

C E N E N S P T N C A N E Y S

M S E N E J L P I T P I C Y D

U S S E G B E U Q V M R N B O

C I S S I E H L R R O A I R V

S Y Q S Y J O W C M C C S B R

M Q C O O P E R A T I V E I Q

CARING    
HONESTY
COMPASSION  
HUMBLENESS
COOPERATIVE  
KINDNESS

FAIRNESS   
LOYALTY
FORGIVENESS  
RESPECT
FRIENDLINESS  
SINCERITY

GENEROSITY  
THANKFULNESS
HELPFULNESS  
TOLERANCE
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Love is patient; love is kind— 
not with envy, never with pride. 
Love’s forgiving, a meeting of minds, 
and forever grateful.

Love never ends, faithful and pure. 
Love believes in all things; love will endure.

Faith, hope, and love abide. 
You can feel it deep inside. 
Faith, hope, and love abide. 
But the greatest of these, 
the greatest of these is love, is love.

Words were written so long ago. 
They lift us up and help us to know— 
doing good, rejoicing in truth, and never 
hateful. 
I could be wise or powerful, 
but I know without love, 
I have nothing at all.

Faith, hope, and love abide. 
You can feel it deep inside. 
Faith, hope, and love abide. 
But the greatest of these, 
the greatest of these is love, is love.

I could be strong, 
move mountains tall. 
But I know without love inside, 
I’d have nothing at all.

Faith, hope, and love abide. 
You can feel it deep inside. 
Faith, hope, and love abide. 
But the greatest of these, 
the greatest of these is love.

Faith, hope, and love abide. 
You can feel it deep inside. 
Faith, hope, and love abide. 
But the greatest of these, 
the greatest of these is love.

MUSIC: Dennis Scott 
WORDS: Dennis Scott 
© 2018 Act IV Music

The Greatest of These Is Love – Song 1e
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1f Mission Letter – Activity 
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Living Together:  
Choose Your Mission
Therefore, you should treat people in the same way that you want  
people to treat you; this is the Law and the Prophets.  Matthew 7:12

 
www.umcmission.org/give-to-mission

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”  Luke 10:37b
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1gLoving God/Loving Neighbor – Faith Family Devotional

What are some ways we can show the Golden 
Rule to others?

Why do you think this rule has been called the 
Golden Rule?

Family Activity
Have all of your family members talk about how 
they want others to treat them. 

Discuss some ways you can show the Golden 
Rule at church, in your community, at school, and 
at work. 

Decide on a specific way you can show God’s love 
to someone in your community today.

Prayer
Dear God,show us how to treat others like you 
would treat them; in Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Matthew 7:12

Early in Jesus’ ministry, he sat on the top 
of a mountain and taught his disciples 
and followers how to live like God wanted 
them to live. One rule he taught them is 
called the Golden Rule. Jesus said we 
should treat others the way we want to be 
treated. This rule is the foundation for all 
good relationships. Jesus was teaching us 
how to have a good life. When we follow 
the Golden Rule, we show others God’s 
special love. 

Verse of the Month
Now faith, hope, and love 
remain—these three things— 
and the greatest of these is 
love. 1 Corinthians 13:13

Golden Rule
What  

Do You Think?
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