Sunday, November 23, 2025 - Christ the King/Harvest Home Sunday
Pastor’s Sermon by Phone 24/7 at 814-422-6238 - Website: PennsValleyParish.info

For the transformation of the world, we make disciples. We study God’s Word and offer praise and worship
to strengthen each other for mission field beyond the church walls.
t - Please rise in body or spirit where you see this symbol.

CENTERING WORDS Christ does not rule with condemnation. Christ the King offers

forgiveness and rules like a shepherd, comforting the people and drawing them closer to God.

1 SERVICE OF THE ACOLYTE (The Sanctuary Song, twice) Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,
pure and holy tried and true, with thanksgiving I'll be a living sanctuary for you.

1+ CALL TO WORSHIP

L: Christ our King reigns with compassion, wisdom, and power.

P: We come to worship the One who sees the crowds and whose heart breaks for the world.
L: The harvest is plentiful, the fields are ready, and the Spirit is calling.

P: We bring our hands, our hearts, and our lives to the work of the kingdom.

L: Put on the full armor of God—then pray in the Spirit at all times.

P: Prayer is our power, our connection, our life.

L: Come, let us worship Christ the King!

P: With grateful hearts, ready hands, and Spirit-filled prayer—we worship the Lord of the

harvest!

T OPENING PRAYER

Holy and Sovereign God, Christ our King and Lord of the Harvest, we gather today with
grateful hearts for Your abundance and Your guidance. As we end our Armor Ready journey,
clothe us once more in Your truth, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation, and Your living
Word. And now, Lord, breathe power into these gifts through Your Spirit. Make prayer our
strength. Make compassion our motivation. Make obedience our response. Send us into Your
harvest fields with courage, joy, and unwavering hope. Reign in us, reign through us, and

reign over this time of worship. In Jesus’ name, AMEN.

1 OPENING HYMN We Gather Together UMH #131

T BLESSING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS - DOXOLOGY



Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below. Praise him above

ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

JOYS AND CONCERNS - PASTORAL PRAYER (The Lord’s Prayer — “trespasses”)

HYMN OF PREPARATION Majesty, Worship His Majesty UMH #176 (sing twice)
SELECTED SCRIPTURE John 18:33-37 // Matthew 9:35-38 // Mark 10:13-16
MESSAGE A King Who Comes Close, Inviting Us to Do the Same

1 CLOSING HYMN Come, Ye Thankful People, Come UMH #694

1+ COMMISSION & BLESSING

PARTING THOUGHT: What if the greatest proof that Christ is King is that He always chooses
to come close and He calls us to do the same?

PENNS VALLEY CHARGE ANNOUNCEMENTS - Calendar also on PennsValleyParish.info
Snow and ice season has arrived. If you want to receive a recorded phone call when worship is
cancelled, please sign up for One Call. Cancellations appear on our website, too. Use a bright
orange connection card found in the pew to sign up or talk with Kathy Highbaugh.

SAVE THE DATE and invite family and friends to our Christmas Eve Services; 3pm at
Sprucetown UMC and 6pm at St. James UMC. Enjoy the Christmas story in Word and Song!
November 23 - Deck the Halls at Sprucetown Church after worship. Plan to stay for a little while
to ready the sanctuary and entrance for the season of Advent! Many hands make light the work.
November 23 - Brush Valley & Penns Valley Thanksgiving Community Worship Service 3:30pm
at Grace UMC, Centre Hall. Offering benefits the H.O.P.E. Fund of PV.

November 29 - Deck the Halls at St. James UMC. We will meet at 9am to begin preparing the
sanctuary for Advent. Many hands make light the work. Join us for a time of fellowship!

Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22 — Our online Advent Book study this year is on Matt Rawle’s The Redemption of
Scrooge! It’s a great book to read whether you do the study or not. Join us for casual conversation
and contribute as you wish. Some enjoy listening and being with others who read the book, and
that’s fantastic. Sign up today at PennsValleyParish.info and get reminders each week.

December 2 - Sprucetown UMC Ad Board and Trustees Meeting at 7pm, all are invited.
December 4 — Ladies Coffee & Conversation at St. James UMC at 9:30am. All ladies are welcome!
December 14 - Sprucetown Church’s Christmas Lunch follows worship. Mark your calendar!

Pastor: Theresa M. Heiser; theiser@susumc.org; 814-883-9510; PO Box 211, Centre Hall PA 16828
CCLI #1671542 Elements of worship are from Ministry Matters, A Preacher’s Guide Lectionary Sermon Series Thematic Plans for Years A B and
C, Feasting on the Word, The United Methodist Book of Worship, and The Abingdon Worship Annual 2025.



