Order of Worship for Sunday, November 30, 2025 - First Sunday of Advent: Hope-Full
Welcome to Sprucetown UMC! Hear Pastor’s Sermon by Phone 24/7 at 814-422-6238 PennsValleyParish.info
For the transformation of the world, we make disciples. We study God’s Word and offer praise and worship
to strengthen each other for mission field beyond the church walls.

t - Please rise in body or spirit where you see this symbol.

CENTERING WORDS The birth of Jesus was something promised that actually came to pass.

I can trust that Jesus is still working today and that gives me hope.

T SERVICE OF THE ACOLYTE

T CALL TO WORSHIP

L: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
P: For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing.

L: In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship.

P: May peace be within the walls of this house of God.

L: Come, let us go to the house of the Lord.

P: Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.

1+ LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE - We Light the Candle of Hope

L: “T was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!”” (Psalm 122:1 NRSV)

P: We are glad. Whether we drove in or climbed up, whether we logged on or tuned in. We
are glad to be here in this community, with this family. It is a place of joyful hope, of radical
welcome. It is a place where, together, we can wait in wondrous anticipation of the kingdom
to come.

L: “Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob; that God may teach us God’s ways and that we may walk in Gods
paths™ (Isaiah 2:3 NRSV).

P: We light this candle as a sign of our hope, our joyous hope that we can be restored - our
faith restored, our strength restored, our confidence restored, our joy restored as we watch
and wait with all God’s people for the promise to be fulfilled.

[Light the first purple candle on the Advent wreath.]

T OPENING PRAYER

Lord of light and life, we come to you this day in celebration of the witness of your Son Jesus
Christ. Open our hearts, our spirits, and our lives to listen to his words for us. Help us to be
faithful disciples for you; for we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.

1+ OPENING HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus UMH #196



1 BLESSING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS - DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below. Praise him above
ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

JOYS AND CONCERNS - PASTORAL PRAYER

- Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

HYMN OF PREPARATION Emmanuel, Emmanuel UMH #204

SELECTED SCRIPTURE Isaiah 9:2-7 // Matthew 1:22-23 // Romans 15:4
MESSAGE More Powerful than the Darkness is Hope in Christ

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF HOPE

L: Enlightening God, we come to You today in need of hope. Hope that is steady, hope that is
real, hope that comes only from You. Shine Your light into the places where we feel the darkness
press in. Hear the prayers we offer to You now... (silent prayer) ... Lord, in your mercy, hear us
as we pray.

All: Lord, we trust You with our lives and with our longings. Thank You for the hope that
came wrapped in swaddling cloths and laid in a manger. Thank You for showing us the true
heart of Christmas. Amen.

T CLOSING HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem UMH #230
+ COMMISSION & BLESSING

PARTING THOUGHT: Hope doesn’t always arrive with fanfare. Sometimes it comes one small
light at a time, a quiet reminder that God is already at work in places we haven’t noticed yet.

PENNS VALLEY CHARGE ANNOUNCEMENTS - Calendar also on PennsValleyParish.info
Receive weather related cancellations of worship by text or recorded phone call.

Christmas Eve Services; 3pm at Sprucetown UMC and 6pm at St. James UMC.

Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22 - Our online Advent Book study this year is on Matt Rawle’s The Redemption of
Scrooge! Sign up today at PennsValleyParish.info and get reminders each week.

December 2 - Sprucetown UMC Ad Board and Trustees Meeting at 7pm, all are invited.
December 4 — Ladies Coffee & Conversation at St. James UMC at 9:30am. All ladies are welcome!
December 14 — Sprucetown Church’s Christmas Lunch follows worship. Mark your calendar!
Pastor: Theresa M. Heiser; theiser@susumc.org; 814-883-9510; PO Box 211, Centre Hall PA 16828

CCLI #1671542 Elements of worship are from Ministry Matters, A Preacher’s Guide Lectionary Sermon Series Thematic Plans for Years A B and
C, Feasting on the Word, The United Methodist Book of Worship, and The Abingdon Worship Annual 2025.



