Order of Worship for December 24, 2024 Christmas Eve
Hear Pastor’s Sermon by Phone 24/7 at 814-422-6238 - Website: PennsValleyParish.info
For the transformation of the world, we study God's Word in context to be equipped to live Jesus' Way.
1 If you are able, please stand where this symbol appears.

GATHERING MUSIC & WELCOME
SERVICE OF THE ACOLYTE/OPENING HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful #234

T MUSICAL CALL TO WORSHIP & SERVICE OF THE ACOLYTE
O Come, All Ye Faithful UMH #234 v. 1-4

t CALL TO WORSHIP (Adapted from Latin antiphon, Hodie Christus natus est)
One: On this night, Christ is born!

Many: Now the Savior has appeared.

One: On this night, the heavenly chorus resounds!

Many: All creation rejoices!

One: On this night, the church throughout the world joins their cry:

Many: Glory to God in the highest! Alleluia!

T OPENING PRAYER
Open us, O God, to hear again the message of the angels, and to go in heart and mind with the
shepherds to Bethlehem to see the glorious redemption you have brought to pass through the

Newborn lying in a manger. Amen.

T LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

One: Can you see the light of the candle of MORE HOPE!
Many: Jesus is MORE HOPE in our hard times.

One: Can you see the light of the candle of MORE PEACE!
Many: MORE PEACE rules where Jesus is KING!

One: Can you see the light of the candle for MORE JOY?
Many: MORE JOY is a sign that Jesus lives within us.

One: Can you see the light of the candle of MORE LOVE?
Many: Jesus shows us how to show MORE LOVE for others.
One: Tonight, we light the candle of Christ!



Many: Jesus shines as a bright light in the darkness of the world. When Jesus shines in our lives, we

are messengers of hope, peace, joy and love, making the world brighter!

1+ BLESSING OF THE GIFTS
1 The Doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye Heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

t The Prayer of Dedication

A CELEBRATION IN SCRIPTURE AND SONG

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 1:26-35
Congregational Response To a Maid Engaged to Joseph (verses 1 & 2) #215

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2:1-7
Congregational Response What Child is This? (verses 1 & 2) #219

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2:8-14
Congregational Response The First Noel (verses 1 & 2) #245

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2:15-20
Congregational Response Joy to the World (verses 1 & 2) #246

MESSAGE Making Room for God With Us

SERVICE OF WORD AND TABLE Hymnal p. 12
Confession & Pardon - The Great Thanksgiving - The Lord’s Prayer - Sharing of Bread and Cup

+ WE SHARE THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
1 CLOSING HYMN Silent Night, Holy Night (lyrics are on the back page)

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright.
’Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!”

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light,
Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace,



Jesus, Lord, at thy birth! Jesus Lord, at thy birth!

Silent night! Holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing Alleluia to our King:
“Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born.”

T COMMISSIONING & BLESSING
T POSTLUDE

PENNS VALLEY CHARGE ANNOUNCEMENTS - Calendar also on PennsValleyParish.info
December 29 — No worship service or Sunday School at Trinity UMC, Woodward.

January 2 - Ladies Coffee & Conversation for all ladies 9:30am at St. James in Coburn

January 12 - 2" Sunday Potluck Lunch following worship at Sprucetown UMC. Bring a covered dish to
share. Worship at 11am, lunch follows, then the Administrative Board/ Trustees meeting. All are
welcome.

January 15 - Soup Kitchen at St. James UMC. Contact Paula Smith to learn how to get involved.
January 16 - Ladies Coffee & Conversation for all ladies 9:30am at St. James in Coburn

ABOUT OUR CHURCH:

Pastor: Theresa M. Heiser; theiser@susumc.org; 814-883-9510; PO Box 211, Centre Hall PA 16828
District Superintendent: Rev. Brenda Leigey ~ District Website: statecollege.susumc.org

Bishops: Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi and Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball Conf. Website: susumc.org

The Penns Valley Charge is part of the Penns Valley Cluster; State College District; Susquehanna Annual
Conference; Northeastern Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church

CCLI #1671542 Elements of worship are from Ministry Matters, A Preacher’s Guide Lectionary Sermon Series Thematic Plans for Years A B and C, Feasting on
the Word, The United Methodist Book of Worship, and The Abingdon Worship Annual 2023.



