Order of Worship Sunday, January 11, 2026 Baptism of the Lord/First Sunday After Epiphany
Hear Pastor’s Sermon by Phone 24/7 at 814-422-6238 PennsValleyParish.info

For the transformation of the world, we make disciples. We study God’s Authentic Word and offer praise and worship to
strengthen each other for mission field beyond the church walls.

t - Please rise in body or spirit where you see the cross
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CENTERING WORDS Come to the waters of baptism. Touch the Spirit’s power. Feel the Spirit’s
loving embrace. Come, and be made new.

1 SERVICE OF THE ACOLYTE - (The Sanctuary Song, twice) Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,
pure and holy tried and true, with thanksgiving I'll be a living sanctuary for you.

+ CALL TO WORSHIP
L: The voice of God calls over the waters:
P: “Beloved, receive the Holy Spirit.”
L: The Son of God beckons:
P: “Beloved, be born of water and the Spirit.”
L: The Spirit of God proclaims:
P: “Beloved, be born anew this day.”
L: The voice of God calls through our baptism.

P: Come! Let us worship.

T OPENING PRAYER

Spirit of righteousness, God of power and might, help us be a light to the nations and a reflection of
your glorious salvation. Work in our lives and in our ministries, that the world might know the
power of your love and grace. As you alighted upon Jesus at his baptism, descend up on this day,
that we may be a people of hope and possibility. Wash us clean and renew our spirits, through Jesus
Christ, our lord. AMEN.

+ HYMN The Church of Christ, in Every Age UMH #589
1 BLESSING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS - DOXOLOGY Praise God from whom all blessings

flow. Praise him all creatures here below. Praise him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and

Holy Ghost. Amen.



JOYS AND CONCERNS - PASTORAL PRAYER (The Lord’s Prayer — “trespasses”)
PASSING OF THE PEACE [St. James UMC and Sprucetown UMC]
HYMN OF PREPARATION Glory Be to the Father UMH #70

S COVENANT RENEWAL SERVICE Page 3 of the bulletin
SELECTED SCRIPTURE Isaiah 42:1-9 // Matthew 3:13-17 // Acts 10:34-43

MESSAGE New Life: According to God’s Promise

T REAFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT
L: The voice of God calls: “Come to the waters and live.”

P: Renew us, O God.

L: The Son of God says: “You are my beloved.”

P: Claim us again as your own.

L: The Spirit of God moves among us: “Go and serve.”

P: Send us out to live our baptism.

If you are not yet baptized, and would like to be, let me know.

1t CLOSING HYMN When Jesus Came to Jordan UMH #252
+ COMMISSION & BLESSING

PARTING THOUGHT Baptism sends us into the world not to be louder than others, but to be more
faithful. How might your life this week reflect the quiet strength of the servant God upholds?

PENNS VALLEY CHARGE ANNOUNCEMENTS - Calendar also on PennsValleyParish.info

January 11 — A potluck lunch will follow worship at Sprucetown. Bring a covered dish to share if you
like and stay for lunch. The Ad Board and Trustees will meet following lunch.

January 15 - Ladies Coffee & Conversation, 9:30am at St. James UMC, Coburn.

January 19 — Trinity Ad Board and Trustees will meet at 7pm. If you are unable to attend, contact chair,
Peggy Huey.

January 21 - PV Charge Staft Parish Relations Committee 1 Quarter meeting 7pm at St. James.
January 28 - Soup Kitchen ministry at St. James UMC. For details, contact Paula Smith.

February 18 — Ash Wednesday

March 29 - Palm Sunday - April 2 - Maundy Thursday - April 5 — Easter Sunday

ABOUT OUR CHURCH:

Pastor: Theresa M. Heiser; theiser@susumc.org; 814-883-9510; PO Box 211, Centre Hall PA 16828
CCLI #1671542 Elements of worship are from Ministry Matters, A Preacher’s Guide Lectionary Sermon Series Thematic Plans for Years A B and C,
Feasting on the Word, The United Methodist Book of Worship, and The Abingdon Worship Annual 2025.



COVENANT RENEWAL SERVICE LITURGY

Communal Prayer:

O God, Searcher of all our hearts, you have formed us as a people and claimed us for your own. As
we come to acknowledge your sovereignty and grace, and to enter anew into covenant with you,
reveal any reluctance or falsehood within us. Let your Spirit impress your truth on our inmost
being, and receive us in mercy, for the sake of our Mediator, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

L: Let us renew our baptismal vows, embracing the promise of presence, transformation, and
community.

ALL: Thanks be to God!

L: Let us give thanks for all of God's mercies. O God, our Covenant Friend, you have been gracious to us
through all the years of our lives. We thank you for your loving care, which has filled our days and
brought us to this time and place.

ALL: We praise your holy name, O God.

L: You have given us life and reason, and set us in a world filled with your glory. You have comforted us
with family and friends, and ministered to us through the hands of our sisters and brothers.

ALL: We praise your holy name, O God.

L: You have filled our hearts with a hunger after you, and have given us your peace. You have redeemed
us, and called us to a high calling in Christ Jesus. You have given us a place in the fellowship of your
Spirit and the witness of your Church.

ALL: We praise your holy name, O God.

L: You have been our light in darkness and a rock of strength in adversity and temptation. You have
been the very Spirit of joy in our joys and the all-sufficient reward in all our labors.

ALL: We praise your holy name, O God.

L: You remembered us when we forgot you. You followed us even when we tried to flee from you.

You met us with forgiveness when we returned to you. For all your patience and overflowing grace.

ALL: We praise your holy name, O God.



